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298 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

Perhaps my mental development is not up to the high standard of pro- 
British sympathizers, but I confess I cannot understand the line of reason- 
ing which you permit to hold sway in your magazine, viz : 

Before August, 1914, Germany was looked to as a leader in science, art, 
music, drama, philosophy, medicine, education, pedagogy, municipal govern- 
ment, national government, mining and metallui^ — Berlin was freely ad- 
mitted to be the choice city of the world for residence, the ne plus ultra of 
civilization. 

Since August, 1914, we are informed that Germany is ignorant, low, 
mean, cruel, insane, diseased, uncivilized, crazy, mad, deluded, maniacal, 
selfish, and (oh, the humor of it I) that " she never did lead the world in the 
arts of civilization, anyhow." 

How comes it that these weaknesses of Germany have just come to light? 

I hold it as a self-evident truth that the intelligence, the sanity, the 
philosophy, the brilliance and the kindness of the great German heart re- 
mains the same to-day in spite of the efforts of British pens. The nation is 
not a criminal, in my eyes, because it has pulled John BuU's whiskers. 

One thing more: I dislike to see you intimate so frequently that this 
country is pro-British in sympathy. This country is pro-German — pro- 
German spite of "women and children" sobsters, spite of British pens — 
spite of the British gold invested in our industries. If you do not believe it, 
step on a street car to-night, and, without intimating your own strong bias, 
start up a talk on the war with the common man on your bench. You will 
find him against the British ! 

One more point: The sympathizers with Germany are not confined to 
" those of German descent," as you intimate. I'm English. 

And another — this country was not a " unit in wrath " at the sinking of 
the Jjusitania. About half of us (myself, too), while regretting the occur- 
rence, thought the Kaiser did right. One man (English name) said, " If 
my own mother had gone down on that boat I still would have said, ' They 
had a right to do it.' " 

Albert S. Horn. 

SWISSVALB, Pa. 

[Although we have never used the words attributed to us by Mr. Horn, 
we readily concede that a mighty change in the opinion of the civilized world 
respecting Germany has been wrought by her barbarous conduct since July 
of last year. But we cannot argue with one who insists that " the Kaiser did 
right " when he deliberately assassinated hundreds of unoffending and help- 
less men, women and children whose right to be where they were was abso- 
lute. Nor do we care to comment upon the filial attitude of the person 
quoted. 

— Editor.] 



TYPHOID IN THE BRITISH AEMY 

Sir, — I was very much interested in your paragraph on " Health." I 
think you will be interested in the following three statements as to typhoid 
fever in armies : 

In the Boer War, in an army averaging 208,326 men, there were 57,884 
cases of typhoid with 8022 deaths. The Boers only killed 7791. 
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During the Spanish-American War, typhoid fever caused 85% of all the 
deaths from disease, the majority of these deatlis being ia camps in this 
country. 

In the ten years ending December 31, 1910, the average number of cases 
of typhoid in the United States Army was 314 a year. Anti-typhoid vaccina- 
tion was recommended in 1910, and was made compulsory on June 9, 1911. 
In the whole year, 1911, there were 57 cases with 8 deaths; in 1912, 24 cases 
with 4 deaths; in 1913 only 4 eases and no deaths; meantime the Army had 
been increased by 25%. 

Contrast the conditions in the Boer War and the Spanish- American War 
with conditions in the British Army during the present war. It is impos- 
sible, of course, to state the size of the present British Army, but it is cer- 
tainly many hundreds of thousands. The British War Office on March 4th 
{British Medical Journal, March 13, 1915, p. 485) gave out the following offi- 
cial table of cases of typhoid fever and the resulting deaths in the British 
forces in the field as follows : 

Cases Deaths Mortality % 

rnlnoculated 350 48 13.4 

Partially jnotected (1 dose) 131! ~j 1 ^ 

Fully Inoculated within two years f^*^ (^ ^-^ 

(2 doses) Ill J ij 

My figures for the American Army were furnished me by the Surgeon 
General of the Army. 

H. L. C. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

"DOWN WITH KITCHENER!" 

Sir, — Would it be out of place for you to turn your trenchant and con- 
structive pen upon the English conduct of the present war? A fertile field, 
tilled and harrowed again and again and laid by awaiting the seed from the 
hand of the Master who cometh not ! Again must it be harrowed, and again 
and yet again until he comes ! 

Kitchener has always been my hete noir — the most overrated man on 
earth, in my judgment: one-sided, dense, dumb, phlegmatic, impenetrable, 
without fear or sympatliy, or understanding of others, how could he arouse 
enthusiasm or fervor in one single human being — much less in a whole nation, 
inclined always to be supercilious and self-satisfied ? 

He is a buffer, not a balloon ! An excellent keeper of an insane asylum 
or penitentiary — not a leader of either a moral or intellectual crusade. 

Down with him to where he belongs, along with any other efficient ma- 
chinery and automatons, and put a little pure intellect into the conduct of 
affairs ! 

Without help it will probably take another year for our English cousins 
to appreciate the limitations of their war lord ; but until they do they will 
accomplish little against the intellectual devils whom they must out-think as 
well as out-fight. 

One must feel deeply disappointed at the lack of progress in the war; 
but even more so tliat, as yet, no commanding intellectual personage has ap- 
peared upon the side of the Allies. Surely time enough has elapsed for a 
really great leader to make himself known. 



